
BISHOP AUCKLAND ADVENT WINDOWS 2018 

A PHOTO REPORT 

Our second year of Advent Windows has once again provided us with some great 
memories. In this report there is only space to mention a few highlights because I 
don’t have time to write a book! But let me begin with a big thank-you to every single 
person who made it all happen this year - school children, teachers, many others who 
made windows, shop keepers and other hosts, the storytellers, the window openers, 
the town team, the funders, and many other people who encouraged and helped us in 
different ways - that’s a lot of people and in our feedback this year so many have 
stressed how great Advent Windows is as a community event that brings us all 
together and benefits the town… 

It was again a great pleasure to take part in such a great event for the town. (Sharron 
Tunstall, Bishop Auckland College) 

Keep it going - we think it’s wonderful idea, bringing the community together. Thank-
you to all involved. We look forward to 2019. (Ebony Leach, Baby & Toddler Kingdom) 

This a very great example of community cohesion. It is a good platform for different 
organisations, schools and churches to come together and is good for relationship 
building. (Rev Sarah Siddique Gill, Woodhouse Close Church) 

A great start! 
December 1st was a very wet and windy day, but we adapted by bringing the event 
inside the Auckland Tower and turning the first Advent Window round for Jane Ruffer 
to open! St Wilfred’s did us proud with Mary and the Angel Gabriel display as well as a 
memorable song which the good crowd thoroughly enjoyed! 



 

The windows 
So many people commented on the high standard of the windows this year. All the 
windows illustrated stories from around the world as well as eight windows telling the 
Bible story of Christ’s birth. Above you can see on the left, the refugee boat carrying 
the Holy Family. This was a great idea from St Chad’s Primary School to give a modern 
twist to the story of the Flight to Egypt. On the right is the brilliant window from 
Cockton Hill Primary School illustrating the Poinsettia story from 
Mexico. 

It was not only the overall displays that impressed, but the fine 
detail in, for example, the stars made by Cockfield Primary School in 
The Little Match Girl Window and the extraordinary drawings for the 
Good King Wenceslaus window by Bishop Auckland College. 

All of the windows for 2018 can be seen together here: 
http://bishopaucklandtownteam.org/the-advent-windows-2018/  

Here are some comments: 

We loved getting involved with this project – not only was it a great idea to get the 
children involved in their own community and to promote Bishop Auckland businesses 
but also to get the children involved with a creative project. So many learning 
experiences for our little ones! Thank you to everyone involved – we’d love to be 
involved next year.  (Lisa Jenkins, Aclet Nursery School) 

We all enjoyed doing it! I thought the window looked great too and well worth all the 
hard work! It felt like a lovely community occasion! (Jo Madgwick, Etherley Lane 
Nursery School) 

http://bishopaucklandtownteam.org/the-advent-windows-2018/


The Shops 
We have had some marvellous feedback from the shops and all of them (as well as schools and 
other organisations) would like to see Advent Windows back again. On several occasions , we all 
squeezed into shops and had great hospitality. Above is an example with some very happy St 
Anne’s Primary School pupils with their goody bags after the opening of their window at 
Reflections. Some quotes from shopkeepers follow…


It was a lovely moment, everyone there simply to have a wonderful time and for the 
children to see their work displayed. Thanks for arranging such a special thing in our 
town. (Emma at Longstaff Family Bakers) 

Thank you to all involved in organising the event, it has become a great talking point 
in the town. Fantastic turn out, who would have thought you could get 65 people in 
my lovely shop!! Merry Christmas everyone and thank you to St Chad’s for the 
wonderful window display. (Bernie Rush, Image Bridal) 

A fantastic community project. Well done. (Chocolate Cafe) 

You couldn’t improve it as it’s so good. (Nip ’n Tuck) 

 

Tracy Purvis of Mutleys Dog 
Grooming (third in from right) was 
delighted with King James I 
Academy’s window The Grinch Who 
Stole Christmas and some pupils 
came in costume and the two 
dachshunds were there too!

https://www.facebook.com/BernedetteRush


 

The Storytellers 
This was a very special new element this year. Pam Pott trained six storytellers who 
then went into the schools and other organisations to tell the stories and help inspire 
their creative work. The storytellers told their stories again at most of the window 
openings. Many people commented that this year they had learnt all sorts of stories 
from different parts of the world that they had never heard of before. 

This is what some storytellers shared about the experience: 

It was great to be part of the storytelling team. Thank you to Auckland Project for 
supporting the training and thank you to Pam for sharing her expertise and doing the 
training, encouragement and support. (Sarah Siddique Gill) 

I really enjoyed learning a new skill. Im used to learning scripts but this is kind of a 
loose script with improvisation added that really made me think on my feet. I would 
be very happy to be involved again as it was great fun. (Peter Storr) 

I found the whole experience very positive, and enjoyed the different experiences at 
the three schools that I was allocated to. (Andrew Charles) 

And from the schools… 

The story teller was amazing and the pupils loved it when she came into school. 
(Bishop Barrington School) 

The children really loved the visit from our storyteller Andy Mitchell and were very 
excited after his visit. (Witton-le-Wear Primary School) 

Above: Pam Pott tells the Welsh Christmas 
Cherries story at The Chocolate Cafe - no not at 
that angle!


Left: Children from Etherley Lane Nursery School 
listen to the story from Andrew Charles at 
Longstaff Family Bakers.



The Window Openers 
We don’t get a great number of people from other countries coming to Bishop 
Auckland, but that is going to change very soon. We were very fortunate to get 
window openers from the countries where the stories came from and they did a great 
job opening windows for us. Some came a considerable distance to open, including 
three Czechs who drove up from Leeds to open the Wenceslas window at SAKS 
hairdressers and Hans Waltl from Austria drove down from Scotland to open the story 
of The Cobblers Sons at Hair Haus. 

We did have a few English openers including Mandy Bain, a midwife from Bishop 
Auckland Hospital to open the birth of Jesus window and Shelley Gilson who is a sheep 
farmer to open the shepherds window. We had one English story, the Grumpy 
Shepherd, which was opened by Bishop Auckland mayor David Fleming who made 
these comments about his experience: 

It was a privilege to unveil today’s Advent Window and I’d like to give a special thanks 
to Aclet Close Nursery School and the Town Team for a such a wonderful window 
display, and to the owners of Nip ‘n Tuck for their warming hospitality. 

Christmas Eve Grand Finale 
On a beautiful sunny morning, we gathered at Hair Haus and were delighted to 
welcome a Brazilian family which meant we had a total of 20 different nationalities at 
our 24 Advent Windows events! As we visited all the windows, we sang some carols 
and had many of the stories told. Because we only had an average of 3 minutes per 
window, the stories often had to be told very rapidly which was achieved brilliantly by 
Pam and the other storytellers! 

We finally gathered at Forces Support in the Newgate Centre for the opening of the 
final window by Councillor Tanya Tucker, who had contributed generously to the 
project through her Neighbourhood Budget Fund. A magnificent hand made quilt was 

Glover Gamero from Peru came to open the window by St John’s School at the Town Hall and 
Bert Boonstra from Holland came in his clogs to open the window by Daisy Arts at the Rio Bar 
about a very moving story concerning Dutch prisoners of war at Christmas time.



revealed which had been made by 
members of the Oakleaf Community. 
Sarah Siddique Gill told the story of 
the presentation of the baby Jesus in 
the temple which included bringing 
two doves which were a prominent 
feature of the design. Tonya Mitchell 
who was one of the quilt makers also 
explained about other aspects of the 
rich symbolism in the design. The quilt 
remained in Forces Support as a 
means of raising funds for Forces 
Support prior to a raffle being held. 

The Salvation Army has on hand for us 
to sing “Hark the Herald” as our final 
carol and a very joyful morning ended 
with many expressions of gratitude for 
all those who had helped to make 
Advent Windows such a great success.  
 

Special thanks to Chris Percival for most of the photos - you can see a lot more at 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/batownteam/photos/?
tab=album&album_id=2023103124394367 

Tanya Tucker (in front of Christmas tree) with most of the team who worked on 
Advent Windows along with Santa Claus!

https://www.facebook.com/pg/batownteam/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2023103124394367
https://www.facebook.com/pg/batownteam/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2023103124394367

