
Artist’s Statement 
AlterNativity is a celebration of the birth of Jesus. It is made up of many parts 
including characters from the Old Testament such as Jacob, Judah and Levi, and  
more familiar characters from the New Testament such as Mary and Joseph. There 
are also visiting animals as representatives of God’s great creation. All are gazing 
upon Jesus asleep in the crib.  

Advent Windows has been a huge community effort involving individuals and groups 
from Bishop Auckland and the sounding area. The models have been made with 
thousands of pieces of paper cut from magazines and glued to a base. The project 
became a very social activity as both children and adults discussed the task. It was 
interesting to watch the different approaches. Some wanted to tear the paper, some 
wanted to cut tiny detailed pieces, some took great joy in hiding other images within 
the collage  (Have you spotted the owl on the donkey’s neck?) Some were careful 
not to include words, some paid great attention to the shapes they adhered. 
However, the overall effect is one of harmony and colour dominates. It is the coming 
together of many parts for one purpose. 

This participatory art project was, for me, taking a very personal and detailed style 
of working, fine art paper collage (tiny pieces of paper from magazines; cut, shaped 
and glued together, to form an image) and developing it into a large scale social 
activity. It was very rewarding to see participants discussing colour and looking at 
magazines in a very different light. The desire to seek out the perfect shade, cut it 
into a fitting shape and match it to it’s neighbouring colours was incredibly 
enjoyable and it was a privilege to facilitate this for over 450 individuals. 

I hope you enjoy being part of AlterNativity as you observe this collection of 
characters during this Christmas time. 

“And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it together” 
Isaiah 40 v 5 
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