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Bishop Auckland Town Team 
 

14th March 2019 
 

Notes 
 
Present: Nigel Bryson (Chairman) and Cllr Joy Allen, Alan Anderson, Clive Auld, Cllr Jamie 

Blackburn, John Campbell, Jack Cullen, Peter Daniels, Raj Devgan, Glen Dixon, Fiona 
Ewing, Liz Fisher, Claire Gibbons, Susan Graydon, Rev Eileen Harrop, Peter Heslop, 
Linda Jobson, Stefa McManners, Chris Percival, Josh Railton, John Raw, Jill Robson, 
Sharon Stapleton, Charlie Walton, Liz Walton, Kathryn Watson, Deniece Wanley, Clr 
David Wilson, David Wilson and David Anderson 

 
Apologies Cllr Lee Brownson, Gillian Campbell, Trevor Horner and Dr Bob McManners 
 
1. Notes of meeting held on 2nd November 2018 

Notes of the meeting were agreed 
 
2. Passion Play Bishop Auckland 

Rev. Eileen Harrop gave a presentation regarding a planned performance of the Passion 
Play which was to be held on 10th April 2020 in Bishop Auckland.  The Passion Play would 
be based on the Wintershall performance which started from humble beginnings and now 
had ‘a cast of hundreds, which had been seen by tens of thousands’.  It was hoped that this 
success could be recreated in Bishop Auckland. 
 
An outdoor performance would be held on Good Friday, 19th April 2019 as a taster of things 
to come.  An invitation was extended to anyone that wanted to be involved in the 
performance and also to everyone to enjoy the performance. 
 

 Partner Updates 
 
3. Kynren 

Deniece Wanley gave an update on preparations which were being made for the 2019 
season of Kynren, which would be launched the following week. 
 
There would be 11 shows planned for 2019, which would consolidate the 17 shows in 2018.  
This was a strategic plan to create demand for tickets with the aim of selling out every show. 
 
Five star ratings had been achieved on TripAdvisor by the thousands of people that had seen 
the show.  It had also been listed as the top 3 attractions by Trip Advisor 
 
2019 was the ‘Year of the Viking’.  A blacksmiths cottage and animal croft had been created 
as a pre-show feature.  There would also be a 1940’s themed bar and a Georgian gift shop. 
 
A family ticket had been introduced for 2019 
 

4. The Auckland Project 
Liz Fisher gave an update on progress on the various projects being delivered by The 
Auckland Project.  It was noted that all projects were progressing well. 
 
Over 100 people had attended the launch of the Bishop Auckland Incredible Edible project 
held on 6th March 2019, which would challenge people to transform unused land in their 
communities into vegetable plots and attractive, wildlife friendly spaces. 
 
The Mining Art Gallery had been awarded the best Small Visitor Attraction at the North East 
England Tourism Awards 2018. 
 
Auckland Castle was to open in 2019 following restoration. 
 
Spanish Gallery - Work is ongoing.  Anticipated opening Autumn 2019 
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Walled Garden - Work ongoing.  Planting next spring.  Restaurant to be brought in end of 
2019/20 
 

5. Durham County Council - Regeneration 
Kathryn Watson gave an update with regard to initiatives being led by DCC 
 
Heritage Action Zone projects were proceeding as planned.  The HAZ facebook page had 
become live - searchable as @BishopAucklandHAZ 
 
Community WiFi - was progressing.  The design network had been complete.  Technical 
requirements were being progressed.  A public drop in session was to take place in eth Town 
Hall on Wed 23rd March from 3.00 pm - 7.00 pm 
 
Fore Bondgate Signage - Work was continuing to finalise draft designs for the 3 entrance 
points to Fore Bondgate.  Consulting would take place in due course. 
 

6. Events Team 
An events brochure was being developed to publicise events during 2019. 
 
Banners, which had been sponsored by local businesses, had again been installed on 
lampposts on Newgate Street. 
 
Two large TV’s had been acquired which were to be positioned in the Newgate Centre and 
Morrison’s to publicise events.  Switch-on had also offered to show the video loop on one of 
their display TV’s. 
 
Shop Local would again be held on Food Festival weekend to encourage visitors to make 
use of local shops - particularly independents. 
 

7. Town Ambassadors 
Cllr Joy Allen gave an update on the activities of the Town Ambassadors. 
 
The project was set up in April 2018 to help support local businesses, and promote 
opportunities available in and around Bishop Auckland, whilst finding ways to increase 
tourism in the area.  There were currently 10 volunteers who had contributed over 1000 
volunteer hours. 
 
During 2019 they aimed to 
 

 Promote 50 businesses on Facebook 

 Create a website 

 Increase the number of volunteers 

 Promote Town Ambassadors 

 Continue to work with the Town Team 
 
A celebration of the first anniversary of the Town Ambassadors would be held on 17th April in 
the Newgate Centre. 
 

8. Bishop and Coundon in Bloom 
It was noted that in 2018 Bishop and Coundon in Bloom had won 2 golds, 2 solvers and a 
neighbourhood award.  In 2019 they were aiming for gold. 
 
A spring clean was held on 12th April before the Food Festival and ahead of in Bloom judges 
visiting the area. 
 
There was a call for everyone in the town, residents and businesses to participate in the 
project to make Bishop Auckland an even better place to live and work. 
 

9. Next Meeting 
Thursday, 23rd May 2019 at 6.00 p.m. 


