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Bishop Auckland Town Team 
 

23rd May 2019 
 

Notes and Actions 
 
Present: Nigel Bryson (Chairman) Alan Anderson, Clive Auld, Nick Brown, Lee Brownson, 

John Campbell, Gillian Campbell, John Crick, Fiona Ewing, Maggie Fleming, Claire 
Gibbons, Eileen Harrop, Callum Howard, Matt Keddilty, Felicity Machnicki, Stefa 
McManners, Chris Percival, Josh Railton, John Raw, Liz Walton, Annalisa Ward, 
Dave Wilson and David Anderson 

 
Apologies Jamie Blackburn, Dr Bob McManners, Peter Daniels, Raj Devgan, Andy Jakob, Karen 

Porter, Deniece Wanley, Liz Fisher, Kathryn Watson, Jacqui Rutherford, 
 
 
1. Appointment to the Core Team 

The following appointments were made to the Core Team: - 
 
Business Sector Nick Brown, Claire Gibbons and Dave Wilson. 
Community Sector Alan Anderson, Clive Auld and Nigel Bryson 
Key Regeneration Partners Liz Fisher (Operations Director, Auckland Castle Trust) and 

Chris Myers (Regeneration Projects Manager, Durham County 
Council) (vacancy) 

Local Councillors Councillors Jamie Blackburn (BATC), Lee Brownson (BATC) 
and Joy Allen (DCC) 

 
2. Chair of the Town Team/Core Team 

Nigel Bryson was appointed Chair of the Town Team. 
 
It was noted that the Chairman of the Town Team would also chair the Core Team 

 
3. Vice Chair of the Town Team/Core Team 

Lee Brownson was appointed Vice-Chair of the Town Team. 
 
It was noted that the Vice Chairman of the Town Team would also be Vice Chair the Core 
Team 
 

4. Chair of Events Team 
Clive Auld was appointed chair of the Events Team 
 

5. Appointment of Treasurer 
 Alan Anderson was appointed Treasurer. 
 
6. Appointment of Communication Lead 

Lee Brownson was appointed communications lead 
 

7. Financial Year End Report 
A financial summary as at 23rd May 2019 summarising income and expenditure over the 
previous year was circulated for information. 
 
A copy of the accounts was available for inspection. 
 
Agreed: That the information be noted 
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8. Notes of meeting held on 14th March 2019 

Notes of the meeting were agreed 
 
9. The Auckland Projects (TAP) 

Lee Brownson, Community Relationship Officer, TAP, gave a presentation regarding The 
Auckland Projects activities including 
 

 Auckland Castle 
The Bishop Trevor Gallery would open on 1st June 2019. 
 
It was anticipated that the Chapel and Throne Room would open in the autumn with the 
rest of the Castle being open by Christmas. 
 

 Spanish Gallery - It was expected that building work would be complete by the end of 
the year.  This would enable the curatorial team to prepare the Gallery for an official 
opening in spring possibly to coincide with the 100th anniversary of the Prado Museum, 
Madrid. 
 

 Walled Garden and Restaurant - Restoration of the walls had been complete.  Soil had 
been replaced to enable planting. 
 
The restaurant was to be constructed by a company located in Consett for erection of 
site. 
 
It was anticipated that this would be open in spring/summer 2020. 
 

 Faith Museum - expected to open in early 2021. 
 

 Postchase and Queen’s Head Hotels - responding to a question Lee advised that a 
number of options were being investigated into the restoration and operation of the 
hotels.  This would be the last of the projects to be completed.  

 
10. Kynren 

Stefa McManners, gave an overview of the latest activities 
 
The 2019 would run from 29th June to 14th September with a break on 3rd August for cast and 
crew.  There would be 11 shows in total. 
 
The opening show on 29th June would mark the 50th performance, which would be 
appropriately celebrated with the audience. 
 
Kynren was working tirelessly with National & International Tour Operators (wholesale) 
Travel Agents, Destination Marketing Organisations over the Winter and have more UK 
inbound visitors than ever before.  Leaflets had been produced in 4 languages: French, 
German, Italian & Spanish, to cater for international visitors. 
 
2019 was to be the Year of Viking.  A Viking village had been created including a cookhouse 
complete with its own vegetable patch; woodworker’s cottage built into the hillside and a 
blacksmiths, where visitors would be able to see real chainmail being made. 

 
There would also be enhancements around Vikings scenes, & new scenes with King Arthur 
& Excalibur. 
 
There would also be an Animal Croft so that visitors could meet the animal cast including 
Shorthorn cows and Percheron horses 
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A Food Village showcasing local supplier, include more special diets and family seating.  
There would be a new 1940’s Bar and Georgian Shop also showcasing local suppliers 
creating for example traditional wooden toys. 
 
Visitors would be encouraged to arrive early to enjoy new pre show.  Gates open 3 hours 
prior to show commencing. 
 
There would be 4 pricing zones for 2019 with tickets costing £25, £35, £47 and £59.  Child 
tickets would be £10 cheaper than adults.  A family ticket would be available comprising 2 
adults and 2 children.  This would be priced so that 1 adult would be charged the price of a 
child. 
 
New Corporate Hospitality packages were to be introduced to include exclusive behind the 
scenes tour & talk, food, merchandise and unlimited drinks. 
 
Kynren had achieved a number of significant accreditations which give credibility as a “World 
Class Show”.  This would continue to be built upon in the forthcoming season. 
 

11. Durham County Council, Regeneration 
Annalisa Ward gave an update on progress on projects led by Durham County Council 
 

 Town Centre Masterplan - Noted that the Town Centre Masterplan had been updated by 
DCC’s Cabinet on 15th May 2019. 
 

 Future High Street Fund - DCC had made ‘expressions of interest’ in the fund for four 
towns in the county including Bishop Auckland.  A decision on the first phase of the 
application process was expected later in the summer.  If successful formal bids would 
need to be made. 
 

 Targeted Business Improvement Grant Scheme - Applications were being received for 
the new financial year.  Two offers had been made.  A Conservation Area Grant would 
be introduced later in the year which would supplement this scheme. 
 

 WiFi and Footfall Monitor - Pinicl had been awarded the contract to install and support 
this project.  A UMS code had been acquired which would allow equipment to be 
installed on lampposts.  Work was to be programmes asap. 
 

 Heritage Action Zone - First year had been complete.  Three detailed research projects 
had been completed.  Surveys were being undertaken of the vacant property in the high 
street to help bring these back into use.  Conservation Area Grant scheme would make 
available funding of £460,000 to help make improvements. 
 
Historic England had provided a grant to The Auckland Project to carry out works to 
West Mural Tower, which was scheduled for completion in the summer. 
 
An event had been held for property agents and investors to generate interest in the 
town.  Further events were planned. 
 
HAZ delivery Plan would be reviewed following its first year of operation. 
 

 
Mr Campbell raised a query with regard to the proposed car park in Kingsway.  There 
had been slippage on dates initial announced and he seemed to be getting conflicting 
information.  The Chairman was to discuss this with Councillor Allen. 
 

12. Events Team 
A presentation was shown highlighting events that had taken place during the year. 
 
An events brochure had been produced to publicise events during 2019. 
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1940’s event - was to be held on 8th June.  This had been a successful event in the previous 
year. 

 
13. Community Rail Partnership 

Felicity Machnicki, Community Rail Officer, Bishop Line Community Rail Partnership, (CRP), 
introduced herself to the meeting. 
 
She had recently been appointed to take the CRP’s relationship with the local community to 
a new level; she will engage with a variety of groups to establish their needs in terms of local 
rail travel and will aim to break down any barriers to choosing rail travel for commuting, 
education, leisure or tourism. 
 

14. St Anne’s Church 
Revd Matt Keddilty, Vicar of St Andrew’s and St Anne’s, advised that a grant of £500,000 
had been awarded by the Church Commissioners which would be used to employ staff, 
including a youth worker, and to repair the building.  Community engagement would start in 
the next few weeks. 
 

 
15. Next Meeting 

Thursday, 22nd August 2019 at 6.00 p.m. 


