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Bishop Auckland Town Team 
 

22nd August 2019 
 

Notes and Actions 
 
Present: Nigel Bryson (Chairman) and  

Joy Allen, Alan Anderson, Clive Auld, Rob Berry, Jamie Blackburn, Nick Brown, Lee 
Brownson, Gillian Campbell, Leanda Chappell, Jack Cullen, Maureen Davison, Clare 
Davison, Jeremy Edkins, Stu Fearn, Maggie Fleming, Dave Fleming, Claire Gibbons, 
Kimm Lawson, Chris Percival, Ian Sanderson-Simpson, John Sewell, Paul Smith, 
Sharon Stapleton, Janet Strong, Tanya Tucker, Liz Walton, Charlie Walton, Kathryn 
Watson, Kathryn Watson, Jean Wombwell, Ian Wood, Emma Wyndham and David 
Anderson 

 
Apologies Peter Daniels, Pam Gaines, John Gaines, Felicity Machnicki and Karen Porter 
 
1. Notes of meeting held on 23rd May 2019 

Notes of the meeting were agreed 
 
2. Newcastle Building Society 

Stuart Fearn and Paul Smith were present at the meeting to announce that Newcastle 
Building Society would be opening in the town centre and to give an overview of the services 
that would be available. 
 
As well as the commercial services they advised that the Building Society would also like to 
be involved with the local community and gave an outline of the Society’s Community 
Foundation which would offer grants of up to £3,000. 
 
It was commented that the opening of the Building Society was a positive sign which showed 
confidence in the town centre, particularly at a time when banks and building societies in 
other town centres across the country were closing. 
 

3. Town Hall Renovations 
Janet Strong and Emma Wyndham, Durham County Council, gave an overview of 
refurbishment plans for Bishop Auckland Town Hall 
 
The aim of the refurbishment was to provide an enhanced offer to the community and 
visitors.  The new design would increase accessibility and would include an open plan café 
and library space, gallery area and retail outlet. 
 
During the refurbishments a temporary library facility would be available at No.42.  In addition 
Woodhouse Close library would be operating extended opening hours until the works were 
completed.  Group users had been relocated to other venues during the close down period. 
 
It was confirmed that a new electronic seating rack would be installed in the theatre area 
together with new digital projection equipment which meant that recently released movies 
could be shown. 
 
Comments were expressed regarding the introduction of a café area next to the library.  The 
worry was that the café would generate noise which would be detrimental to the library users.  
It was noted that the model had been introduced in other towns, for example Newton Aycliffe 
and Peterlee, and had resulted in an increase of library users. 
 
The bar and café would remain on the first floor to cater for functions and performances. 
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4. Durham County Council, Regeneration 
Kathryn Watson gave an update on progress on projects led by Durham County Council 
 
Heritage Action Zone 

 Historic England’s Research Team had completed fieldwork and were starting archive 
research to produce a Bishop Auckland Historic Area Assessment. 

 An Economic Study had been undertaken which had supported the application for a 
Partnership Grant Scheme with investment of over £250,000 from Historic England. 

 A Conservation Area Grant Scheme would be launched on 1st October to support the re-
use of empty buildings for retail, hospitality, visitor accommodation and residential.  

 Work to the public realm around the Gib Chare Water Fountain would be undertaken in 
the Autumn.  New traffic regulations had been successfully implemented to prevent any 
further damage to the fountain.  The scheme included repairs to the fountain, new 
surfacing and an extension of the footpath to the edge of the site protecting the historic 
structure.  Interpretation boards had been installed to tell the history of the structure. 

 Work to restore the West Mural Tower at Auckland Castle had been completed. The 
work would result in the building being removed from the “at risk” register.  The Tower 
would be used as an educational/event space. 

 
Wi-Fi - progress was being made on the configuration and installation of equipment.  Subject 
to a successful installation, it was anticipated that the system would go live in the autumn 
 

Targeted Business Improvement Fund – Noted that there was a reduced budget for the 
current financial year which had resulted in grants being capped at £5,000 per property.  The 
aim of the scheme was to contribute towards the overall environmental quality of the town 
center. 
 
Three schemes had been completed in the current financial year with two more due to start 
on site in September.  Overall three full time equivalent jobs had been created and 1 disused 
building had been brought back into use. 
 
Future High Streets Fund – the Government announced in July that 50 towns across the 
Country that had been successful in their Expression of Interest process for the Future High 
Streets Fund.  DCC’s bid for Bishop Auckland, focused on opportunities around the bus 
station, was one of the successful towns. 
 
DCC would now receive funding to help develop the bid and a formal Business Case over 
the coming months.  The bid had been submitted on the back of the newly adopted 
Masterplan which outlined the priorities for the town.  The outline business case for the 
second round would be submitted in November and the full business case in January 2020.  
A planning application would be part of the process which would involve public consultation. 
 

5. Events Team 
The following was highlighted 
 
#LoveBishopAuckland 
A social media campaign ‘#LoveBishopAuckland’ had been launched to help promote a 
positive image of the town centre.  The campaign would be developed over time. 
 
Updates were given on the following events 
 

 1940’s event (8th June 2019).  Unfortunately, it was necessary to cancel this event on 
the day due to severe weather conditions.  It was noted that other events in the region, 
including Durham Regatta and Seaham Food Festival, also had to be cancelled. 

 Buskers Day (6th July 2019) 

 Classic & Vintage Car Show (14th July 2019) 

 Busses through the Ages (28 July 2019)  

 New Car Show (16 August 2019) It was noted that many dealerships had withdrawn 
from the show due to current market conditions and therefore car show had not taken 
place.  It was hoped that the show could take place in 2020. 
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 Bishop Celebrates Together (27th and 28th September) 

 Monster Saturday (26th October 2019) 

 Small Business Saturday (7th December 2019) 

 Advent Windows (1st - 24th December) 
 
Concerns were raised about the Advent Windows project relating to the perceived cost and 
limited involvement of schools. 
 
It was explained that the event windows project has been established in 2017 with schools 
partnering with retailers in the town to decorate windows to form a town centre advent 
calendar.  A window of the advent calendar was opened each day during December with 
school children that had made the designs in attendance.  The event had been enjoyed by 
participating businesses, schools and wider public. 
 
The theme had been developed for 2019 on the theme of a nativity scene.  Schools would 
again be partnered with a retailer in the town.  School children would create a nativity themed 
model with the help of an artist.  A window would be decorated and opened each day of the 
project.  On the final day, 24th December, school children that produced the models would be 
invited to take part in a procession to St Peters Chapel where the models would be arranged 
to create a nativity scene.  A service would then be held in the chapel. 
 
Although the initial estimate had been around £20,000 this had been reduced to £10,000 
during development of the project.  An application was to be made to Northern Heartlands to 
help fund the initiative.  School children were very much at the centre of the project to make 
the models and would again be partnered with retailers to decorate the shop window and 
open the advent window. 
 

6. Passion Play 2020 
Rob Berry gave an outline of a Passion Play which would be performed on Good Friday, 10th 
April 2020. 
 
The Play would be based on the Wintershall Passion Play and would be part of a national 
event performed simultaneously across several outdoor venues throughout the UK including 
Bath, Liverpool, Glasgow and London’s Trafalgar Square. 
 
A call was made for volunteers to help with the Play.  As well as a cast of 100 people help 
was also needed with staging and scenery, costumes, make-up, directors, etc. 
 
Recruitment events would be held as follows 
 
11th September, 6.30 pm at Bishop Auckland Methodist Church 
14th September, 6.30 pm at St Mary’s Church 
 

7. Next Meeting 
Thursday, 21st November 2019 at 6.00 p.m. 

https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/national/

