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Apart from the animals and the Zurbaráns,
there were some other very unusual models
which truly made our nativity scene
alternative. Here is the model of our
contemporary Joseph as a hard hat builder!
We know that the word used for carpenter to
refer to Joseph and also Jesus in the Bible,
means a builder who would have worked in
stone as well as wood. Joseph and Jesus
probably built houses and bridges. This
wonderful model was made by Daisy Arts
youth programme and when it came to the
opening day at Scope Charity Shop, we
invited Ian Black of Meldrum Associates, who
have been doing all the work on the
museums in Bishop Auckland, to do the
honours. He and Joe quickly became good
mates! That was one of the many memorable
window openings.

Two other contemporary models were those of
Mary, made by Daisy Arts adult group and our
African Angel Gabriel made by Wear Valley
Christian Centre. Mary is taking a photo of Jesus
on her mobile phone and with her specs,
Specsavers was a natural choice for this model!
Chris Mutumbwa from Zimbabwe was our model
for Gabriel and Wear Valley CC certainly
captured his smile!
Advent Windows is certainly something that
brings the community together. It only works
because shops, businesses, schools, community
groups, several organisations, donors all pull
together to make it happen. The excellent
advert for alterNativity is an example - a friend
of our artist Laura Brenchley designed it for us
to use without charging anything.
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Chris Mutumbwa modelled for the Angel Gabriel

Advert for alterNativity by Laura
Brenchley’s friend
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And so we came to our big day - The
Advent Windows alterNavity Parade!
Thankfully there was no wind and only a
few spots of rain, but nothing to deter the
spirits of more than a hundred people who
gathered at the Stan Laurel statue at the
start of the parade. As the crowd processed
along Newgate Street, the Newgate
Shopping Centre and Fore Bondgate, each
model was collected from its shop and
greeted with cheers and the sound of
rattles kazoos and whistles which had been
provided. Carol singing took place at
various points.
As we reached the Market Place we
“followed the star” made by 1st Witton
Park Brownies.
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On arrival at Auckland Castle, all the models were taken to be assembled while most
of us sang carols in the Gentlemen’s Hall. Then came the time for us all to go into the
chapel and truly what we saw was a feast for our eyes! There was such a riot of colour
and a great variety of models with all their diverse shapes and postures!
But as Paul Butler, the Bishop of Durham, said to us all “Something is missing.” It was
soon realised that there was no infant Jesus between Jesus and Mary. Bishop Paul
asked a little girl to help him find Jesus and he was found and placed in the centre of
alterNativity. You can see the model created by Oakleaf Community on the first page.
After thanks were expressed to many people involved, our special event ended, but
the memories of a a very special Christmas Eve parade will surely live on for all who
were able to be there.
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Some Quotes…
When we first heard we were making Joseph for the Nativity, we thought it was OUR
St Joseph… but this is another Joseph - one of the sons of Jacob. We really enjoyed
learning about THIS Joseph and despite our sticky hands, we enjoyed making the
figure with Laura.
Pupil at St Joseph’s RCVA Primary School
‘It was an amazing experience and has inspired me to create my own piece of art
work out of magazines!’
‘It was the best bit of artwork I’ve ever done. I loved every second of it.’
Two pupils at Escomb Primary School
The community art installations created by schools and community groups, enabled
people of all ages and abilities to take part in this Zubarán inspired community art
which you really brought to life.

Cllr Joy Allen, Mayor of Bishop Auckland
Our folk love to get involved and look forward to their challenge each year, long may
it continue. Thank you and well done to all involved in the planning etc, you all did a
remarkable job.

Hazel Kennedy, Innovations
The amount of work that the schools and the community groups have put into
producing these fabulous works of art, led by Laura Brenchley, who is just a genius, is
amazing, and now they’re all here displayed together - it is just brilliant.

Paul Butler, the Bishop of Durham.
I would like to send out massive congratulations to you and the team in the
tremendous success of Advent Windows and alter-Nativity. It was just fantastic to
see the children and community being hands on and connecting with art, creativity
and heritage.

Lucie Ann Hall, Community Development Assistant. The Auckland Project.
We are very grateful to have had this moment with Laura to make a magnificent piece
of artwork. The finished product looked absolutely stunning. We had such a great time
creating Reuben. We are so happy to have had the opportunity to design this
sculpture that will represent our school.
Wendy Gill, Headteacher, Escomb Primary School

It was wonderful seeing all children in the store, and the Shepherd is drawing people to the
window already. Thank You for giving us the opportunity to join in the event.
Claire Iceton, British Heart Foundation
This is a rather special project which gives children a real understanding of the importance
of Advent, a wonderful time when we prepare for the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas. Today
really was a celebration and I was delighted that I could be part of it.
Mrs Sue Snowdon, Lord-Lieutenant of Co Durham
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It was special to do something that was part of the community and do something
together as a large group that was worthwhile.
Miriam Towers, Home Ed Group

We have loved being involved again this year. It was a great opportunity for the children to
work with an artist (Laura was brilliant) There are so many positives to this project - it's the
little things too... Derek Jago was so touched to be asked to open our window. It was a
great opportunity to work with a local business – we went on to attend some training with
Trimmers Hairdressers! A massive well done to everyone involved and hope the project
continues next year.
Lisa Jenkins, Head Teacher, Aclet Close Nursery School
Advent windows helps members of the community feel more involved with their local
shops and services. I do think it was brilliant that it was led by an artist with a clear
theme and great that the displays could be in Auckland Castle.
Fiona Ewing, Inspiral Cycles

BIG THANK-YOU!
I have put a big thank-you here because it would just be impossible to list all the
organisations and individuals who have made this special event happen. You can see
that this report is shot through with gratitude and hopefully that is what every reader
who has made it this far will come away feeling! To finish on a personal note, I am so
grateful for the constant support and encouragement of my wife Pam and for the
inspiration and strength which I believe God gives. That enables so much more to be
accomplished than if we were just operating in our own strength.

David Pott
February 2020
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